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and forward them to Lord Derby, but without mentioning his
name so that they might reach the Sultan by way of the British
Government. The suggestion was that the Sultan would promise
each ambassador individually to apply the reforms to the in-
surgent districts as soon as these presented an address of sub-
mission. If, as the Porte believed, the Northern Powers sincerely
wished for the settling of the troubles and the maintenance of
general peace such a demonstration should be easy to get, and
it would be equally easy for the Sultan then without loss of
dignity to initiate the combined reforms of the Note with those
of the Turkish firman, and an oiEcial notification could be made
to the representatives of all six Powers in reply to their identic
demands.1

This suggestion found no favour in Lord Derby's eyes, and
Sir Henry Elliot remained without instructions in this sense. As
for the German Chancellor, he had to be content with platonic
thanks and a general assurance that England sincerely desired to
co-operate with Germany over Turkish affairs.2 It was rather a
tame ending, and Lord Odo occupied no enviable position for the
next few weeks. While the Queen, Disraeli and Derby were
corresponding at their leisure on the Note, Russell was passing
anxious days in an excited Berlin. Public opinion was on edge
to know how the other three Powers would respond to it. Italy
speedily gave satisfactory assurances, but a Paris rumour that
France was proposing to consult Britain before replying raised
the political temperature to fever heat. A western alliance it was
feared was being sprung upon the three Emperors. A pale
shadow of the previous scare arose. The excitable and sensitive
Prince Polignac confided to Major- General Walker that he was
glad to be returning to France as he expected a speedy outbreak
of hostilities. From Germany's extreme reserve towards him
over military matters he concluded an attack was imminent.

"He is quite right about the secrecy and reserve," drily com-
mented the British attache, "but quite wrong in thinking that
this is observed towards him alone." But when Polignac hinted
that Bismarck had designs on Holland and revived the story that
Moltke was preparing a preventive war, Walker could not help
the thought crossing his mind that perhaps France was hoping
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